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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A computer comprising: 

a unit which reads out authentication data 
recorded on a portable recording medium by another 
device; 

a recording unit which records the authentication 
data read out by the unit; and 

an authentication unit which performs mutual 
authentication processing between the authentication 
unit and the another device by using the authentication 
data recorded in the recording unit. 

2. The computer according to claim 1, wherein 
the recording unit records the authentication data on 
a nonvolatile recording medium. 

3. A computer comprising: 

a generation unit which generates authentication 

data; 

a unit which records the authentication data 
generated by the generation unit on a portable 
recording medium; 

a recording unit which records the authentication 
data recorded on the recording medium ; and 

an authentication unit which performs mutual 
authentication processing between the authentication 
unit and another device by using the authentication 
data recorded by the recording unit. 

4. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
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recording unit records the authentication data on a 
nonvolatile recording medium. 

5. The computer according to claim 1, wherein the 
authentication unit includes: 

5 a determination unit which determines whether 

current time falls within a valid period, on the basis 
of data representing the valid period contained in the 
authentication data; and 

an invalidation unit which invalidates the 
10 authentication data when the determination unit 

determines that the current time does not fall within 
the valid period. 

6. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
generation unit generates authentication data 

15 containing data representing a valid period. 

7. The computer according to claim 1, wherein the 
authentication unit comprises: 

a count storage unit which stores an execution 
count of mutual authentication processing; 

20 a determination unit which determines whether the 

execution count falls within a valid count, on the 
basis of data representing the valid count contained in 
the authentication data; and 

an invalidation unit which invalidates the 

25 authentication data when the determination unit 

determines that the execution count does not fall 
within the valid count. 
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8. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
generation unit generates authentication data 
containing data representing a valid count. 

9. The computer according to claim 1, wherein the 
authentication unit comprises: 

a first reception unit which receives an 
authentication request from the another device; and 

a first transmission unit which transmits data 
generated using the authentication data to the another 
device in response to the authentication request 
received by the first reception unit, 

10. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
authentication unit comprises: 

a second transmission unit which transmits an 
authentication request to the another device; 

a second reception unit which receives data 
transmitted from the another device in accordance with 
the authentication request transmitted by the second 
transmission unit; and 

a determination unit which determines whether the 
data received by the second reception unit has been 
generated using the authentication data. 

11. The computer according to claim 1, wherein the 
authentication unit comprises: 

a third transmission unit which transmits data 
generated using the authentication data to the another 
device; 
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a third reception unit which receives data 
transmitted from the another device; and 

a determination unit which determines whether the 
data received by the third reception unit has been 
5 generated using the authentication data. 

12. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
authentication unit comprises: 

a third transmission unit which transmits data 
generated using the authentication data to the another 
10 device; 

a third reception unit which receives data 
transmitted from the another device; and 

a determination unit which determines whether the 
data received by the third reception unit has been 
15 generated using the authentication data. 

13. The computer according to claim 1, wherein the 
portable recording medium is configured to guarantee 
authenticity of recorded data. 

14. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
20 portable recording medium is configured to guarantee 

authenticity of recorded data. 

15. The computer according to claim 3, wherein the 
generation unit comprises: 

an acquisition unit which acquires owner data; and 
25 an authentication data generation unit which 

generates authentication data on the basis of the owner 
data . 
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16. The computer according to claim 15, wherein 
the acquisition unit acquires biometric information of 
an owner as the owner data. 

17. The computer according to claim 15, wherein 
5 the acquisition unit comprises: 

an input unit which inputs the owner data; and 
an owner data confirmation unit which confirms 
authenticity of the owner data input by the input unit. 

18. A device authentication method comprising: 

10 causing a first device to generate authentication 

data and record the authentication data on a portable 
recording medium; 

causing a second device to read out the 
authentication data from the portable recording medium; 

15 and 

performing mutual authentication processing by 
using the authentication data between the first and 
second devices. 

19. The method according to claim 18, wherein in 
20 the mutual authentication processing, 

first data generated by the first device on the 
basis of the authentication data is transmitted to the 
second device, 

second data generated by the second device on the 
25 basis of the authentication data is transmitted to the 

first device, 

the first device determines whether the data 
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transmitted from the second device has been generated 
using the authentication data, and 

the second device determines whether the data 
transmitted from the first device has been generated 
using the authentication data. 



